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H i s t o r y  
To Promote the establishment of  

German settlers, the Village of 

New Bremen was established 

just north of the St. Louis city 

Limits. The founders of this new 

town were prominent 

businessmen and landowners: 

George Bucanan, Eugene 

Angelrodt, Nicholas Destrehan 

and Emil Mallinckrodt. It was 

important to these founders that 

the new town should have places 

of worship. In 1848 plans for 

Holy Trinity  Catholic Church 

were begun. Fr. Theodore 

Laurensen was appointed as the 

founding pastor.  

In 1850, the owners of the plat 

called Farrar’s Addition of 1850 

offered Archbishop Kenrick a   

parcel of land at 14th and           

Mallinckrodt streets. The 

donation was made on the 

condition that a German Catholic 

church and boys school would 

be built on the site within six 

months; a condition that was 

met within the year.  

The village of New Bremen grew 

quickly and in 1855 was 

annexed into the city of St. Louis. 

As the  parish grew, so did its 

mission. A new church was 

constructed on the corner of 

14th and Mallinckrodt in 1858. 

This building could house 300 

students as well as provide 

space for meetings and social 

gatherings.  

In 1898, Holy Trinity, St. Louis’ 

third German-language Church, 

looked to the Strasbourg 

Cathedral for inspiration to build 

a larger church.  Using Bedford 

limestone, the west end of the 

building was erected so that 

worship could be carried on in 

the completed basement while 

work continued on the eastern 

section. When completed, the 

Church boasted of 215 foot tall   
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13. St. Anthony of Padua 

 The statue of St. Anthony is located on the south side in the 

front of church. St. Anthony holds a book of psalms that he 

would use in his teachings to students. This book contained 

his comments and notes. When noticing the book was miss-

ing, St. Anthony prayed that it would be returned. Through 

prayer, the book was returned to Anthony.  St. Anthony is the 

patron saint of finding lost items.  

14. The Blessed Mother 

 The Blessed Mother Mary is located in front of the south  

sacristy to the left of the altar. She holds the baby Jesus and 

is facing the world. Her hand is elevated in benediction.  

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church Today 

Since 1848, our historic buildings have stood as strong and enduring icons in our 

neighborhood. We may be small in number, but we are a parish of great participation. Our 

welcoming spirit is apparent to all who visit. Our mission is to Proclaim the Word of God 

throughout the community, provide social services to those in need, deliver vigorous aca-

demic education regardless of race, creed or financial status, and to promote social change 

and advocate fairness and justice for all.  

The present day boundaries include the Hyde Park neighborhood as well as an area once 

served by eight Catholic churches, from Murphy-Blair to O’Fallon Park. Over the years the 

parishes which were absorbed into Holy Trinity include:  Our Lady of Good Counsel, Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help, and St. Michael.  



 

 

11. St. Peter 

 The statue of St. Peter stands on the south side of the 

church. The apostle was known as Simon until Jesus gave 

him the name, Peter. He is holding the keys to heaven in his 

hand. In the Gospel of Mathew 16: 19, Jesus says to Peter, “I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and what-

ever you bind on earth shall be bound on heaven, and what-

ever you loose on earth shall be lost in heaven.” 
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10. Angel with Easter Candle 

 The Easter candle is on the south side of the church located 

across from the baptismal font. This special statue came as a 

representation of the parish Holy Name which was consoli-

dated into Most Holy Trinity.    

12. St. Martin de Porres 

 This statue is located on the south side of the church by the 

music area. St. Martin de Porres was a member of the        

Dominican Order. He is the patron saint of mixed-race peo-

ple and all those seeking interracial peace. A rosary is hang-

ing from his robes to show his intense dedication and prayer 

to God.  

 

 

twin spires and a dome over the 

sacristy with a seating capacity of 

1,000. The lower portion of the 

Church was Romanesque while the 

upper church reflected early 

Gothic. The architectural plans were 

made by Swiss born  Joseph 

Conradi, a sculptor turned        

architect. Conradi studied in both  

Florence and Rome before coming 

to the United States. He partnered 

with Theodore Schrader, a marble 

cutter, to accept commissions from 

German and Irish parishes.  The 

picture shown below is how the 

third church appeared in 1908. 
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This map above shows the layout of Most Holy Trinity Church. The numbers 

on the map correspond to the numbers of the windows on the following 

page and represents where each window is in the church.  

 

 

7. St. Ann 

 Located on the south side in the back of church, St. Ann is 

shown with her daughter, the Blessed Virgin Mary as a child. 

Saint Ann was the mother of Mary, and therefore the grand-

mother of Jesus Christ. She is shown teaching her daughter 

and at the same time placing her hand on her daughter’s 

head to show affection. 
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8. Jesus in the Garden 

 This statue can be found in the back of church on the south 

side. The night before His death, Jesus went to the Garden of      

Gethsemane to pray.  He asks God to take away His suffering 

and death. Although he does not give Jesus what he had so 

boldly requested, he does hear him and answer him. He sends 

an angel to strengthen and comfort Jesus so that he can carry 

out his difficult calling.  

9. St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

 On the south side in the back of church, St. Therese is shown 

with the Child Jesus. St. Therese is also known as The Little 

Flower of Jesus as well as St. Therese de Liseux. 



 

 

4. St. Paul 

 The statue of St. Paul is located on the north side of church. 

Formerly known as Saul, Paul assumed his new name after 

his conversion to Christianity. He holds a sword because 

with the Holy Spirit he guards the faith. He carries a scroll 

in the other hand to represent the epistles he wrote to 

spread the good news of Jesus Christ.  

6. St. Liborius 

 In the back of church on the north side stands the bishop St. 

Liborius. St. Liborius carries the bible with stones placed on 

top. This is because he healed those with gallstones by    

placing three stones on top of their bible. He is also shown 

with a peacock because according to legend, a peacock guided 

the procession of his funeral.  
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5. Pieta 

 The Pieta is located in the back of church on the north side. 

It shows a sorrowful mother Mary holding her dead son  

after he has been taken off the cross.  His lifeless body is 

completely supported by her soft strength.  

 

 

O v e r v i e w  o f  W i n d o w s  
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Map Window Page 

1 The Gifts of the Magi  

2 Hidden Rose  

3 The Resurrection  

4 Wedding of Mary & Joseph  

5 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque  

6 St. Teresa of Avila  

7 Mass for Poor Souls  

8 The Baptism of Jesus  

9 Sending Forth the Disciples  

10 American Heritage  

11 St. Cecilia  

12 King David  

13 Choir of Angels  

14 German Heritage  

15 Crucifixion  

16 Healing Man at the Beautiful Gate  

17 Garden of Eden  

18 Pelican  

15 Lamb of God  

16 The Annunciation  

17 Catholic Knights of America  

18 Deutscher Unersuzungs  

19 St. John  

20 St. Luke  

21 St. Mark  

22 St. Matthew  



 

 

A Guide to the Windows 

The Church’s stained glass windows are spectacular works of art. The 

majority of the windows were constructed in the “Munich style,” 

executed with elaborate, colorful depictions of narrative biblical 

scenes. The stain glass company, Emil Frei, Inc., which created these 

stunning masterpieces, is still family-owned and in operation today in 

Kirkwood, Missouri.  

Emil Frei, Sr. (1869-1942) was born in Bavaria, and studied at the 

Munich Academy of Art. Completing his studies, Emil Frei first 

emigrated to New York and then to San Francisco as a mural painter. 

In 1898 he moved to St. Louis to work on the stained glass project for 

St. Francis Xavier (College) Church.  

In 1900 he opened his own stained glass company at 19 South 

Broadway, and then 1907 to 1972 the company was located at 3934 

South Grand. According to Stephen Frei, at the time they fabricated the 

Holy Trinity Church, the company employed 100 cartoonists. Today, 

the company employs less than 20 people.  

2. Hidden Rose 

This rose window can only be seen from the west 

exterior of the Church. The legend of this window is 

that mid-twentieth century, during a period of 

refurbishment, this rose window (which was 

designed after that in Strasbourg), was covered to 

make way for an art deco-style painting of the 

crucified Jesus Christ, God the Father and God the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

1. Infant of Prague 

 Located on the north side of the church and to the right of 

the altar, is The Infant of Prague. The Infant of Prague   

appeared to a monk in a monastery between Cordoba and 

Sevilla. After several hours of prayer, the monk made a 

statue of the figure he saw. The original statue is now in 

Prague and has been known for miraculous healings and 

favors over the years.  

2. St. Joseph 

 The father of Jesus and husband of the Blessed Mother 

Mary is located directly to the right of The Infant of      

Prague. Notice that he is holding a lily in his right hand. 

Holding a lily is a common symbol of purity when used in 

Christian art. As it is written in Hosea 14, “The just man 

shall blossom like a lily.” 

3. Sacred Heart of Jesus  

 Located on the north side of the church, this statue is a 

traditional image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Jesus' right 

hand is raised in blessing, while His left hand points to his 

exposed heart. The wounds on his Heart and the crown of 

thorns that surround it are symbols of His passion, as are 

the wounds on His hands.  
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O v e r v i e w  o f  S t a t u e s  

1. Infant of Prague (pg. 18) 

2. St. Joseph (pg. 18) 

3. Sacred Heart of Jesus (pg. 18) 

4. St. Paul (pg. 19) 

5. Pieta (pg. 19) 

6. St. Liborius (pg. 19) 

7. St. Ann (pg. 20) 

8. Jesus in the Garden (pg. 20) 

9. St. Therese (pg. 20) 

10. Angel with Easter Candle (pg. 21) 

11. Statue of St. Peter (pg. 21) 

12. St. Martin de Porres (pg. 21) 

13. St. Anthony of Padua (pg. 22) 

14. Blessed Mother (pg. 22) 
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A l t a r  

M a i n  E n t r a n c e  

 

 

1. The Gifts of the Magi 

 This window is located behind and above the altar on 

the left side.  The story of the Magi is full of symbols 

for Christ’s mission on this earth and it anticipates his 

death on the cross. In fact, the three gifts brought to 

Baby Jesus by the Magi have a deep spiritual meaning: 

Gold stands for Jesus’ kingship on earth; frankincense 

is a symbol of priesthood; and myrrh (an embalming 

oil) is a symbol of death. 

3. The Resurrection 

 This window is located behind the altar on the right 

side. The resurrection of the body is an essential Chris-

tian doctrine. The gospel accounts shows the Evangel-

ists' agreement to the fact that the risen Christ ap-

peared to one or more persons. According to St. Mat-

thew, He appeared to the holy women, and again on a  

mountain in Galilee; according to St. Mark, He was 

seen by Mary Magdalene, by the two disciples at Em-

maus, and the Eleven before his Ascension into heaven; 

according to St. Luke, He walked with the disciples to 

Emmaus, appeared to Peter and to the assembled disci-

ples in Jerusalem; according to St. John, Jesus appeared 

to Mary Magdalene and the ten Apostles on Easter 

4.  Wedding of Mary and Joseph 

 The Wedding of Mary and Joseph can be seen on the north 

side in the front of the church. Joseph is slipping a ring on 

Mary’s finger as they stand before a priest, most likely in a 

temple. There is a menorah in the background which is a  

symbol of the Jewish faith. 



 

 

6. St. Teresa of Avila 

 This small window is located on the north side of church. 

Teresa lived in an age of exploration as well as political, social 

and  religious upheaval. It was the 16th century, a time of tur-

moil and reform. Beautiful, talented, outgoing, adaptable, affec-

tionate, courageous, enthusiastic, she was totally human. Like 

Jesus, she was a mystery of paradoxes: wise, yet practical; intelli-

gent, yet much in tune with her experience; a mystic, yet an 

energetic reformer.  

 

5. St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque  

 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque is depicted in a small window on 

the north side of church. At age 8, Margaret was sent to the 

Poor Clares school as her    father had died. She was bedridden 

for five years with rheumatic fever, a time in which she devel-

oped a devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. She had a series of 

visions and       revelations from Christ. Jesus instructed her in 

a devotion that was to become known as the Nine Fridays and 

Coming from olph convents etc 
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It is, however, in the field of mosaic design that Emil Frei made his 

greatest              contributions to liturgical art. To wit, the St. 

Louis Cathedral Basilica– the largest        collection of mosaics in 

the western world. He teamed up with Puhl U. Wagner who 

founded Ravenna Mosaics to work             on the Cathedral.  

Explanation of other style windows and the process of swapping 

out …. Plus mention the possibility of adding a  window where 

the rien Christ is  

 

Exterior shot 

 

Add dopt a window window renovaions etc 

 

Add a shot of lamb on altar mosaic 

 

Oththe notable construction... 
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Nearly every Catholic Church has a representation of 

the Gospel authors somewhere in their church. The 

rose stained glass windows is Most Holy Trinity’s   

version. Gospel means “good news.” And the four 

Gospels give us the very best news imaginable: God’s 

answers to the biggest questions we face: Does life 

have meaning? What happens to us when we die? 

Why is there evil in the world, and can it be de-

feated?  God’s answers to these and to life’s other 

great questions is his Word, Jesus Christ.  

No books have touched the hearts and lives of  peo-

ple so powerfully as have the four Gospels. Through 

them, we are put in contact with Jesus himself, with 

the preaching of the early Church, and with the 

evangelists, who set the Gospels in their present 

form. The Gospels were not written immediately 

after Christ’s Resurrection. The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church recognize three stages in the devel-

opment of the Gospels. The first stage was the life 

and teaching of Jesus. The second was the oral 

preaching of the early followers of Jesus and the ear-

liest writings about him (collections of his sayings, 

accounts of miracles, hymns, prayers, professions of 

faith). The third stage was the work of the evangel-

ists, which consisted of collecting   materials about 

Jesus and arranging them to meet the needs of spe-

cific audiences. 

Traditionally, the four Gospel writers have been rep-

resented by the following symbols:  St. John, a rising 

eagle: St. Luke, a winged ox; St. Mark, a winged lion;  

and St. Matthew, a divine man. 

24. St. Luke 

25. St. Mark 

26. St. Matthew 

23. St. John 

The Gospel Windows 
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7.  Mass for Poor Souls 

 Located on the north side of he church is an intriguing   

depiction of a mass to remember the poor souls in purga-

tory. In this window, the bishop is holding up a chalice at 

mass as altar servers and a woman are looking on in devout 

prayer. On the right side, there is the fire of purgatory with 

an angel leading souls to the victory of heaven.  

9. Sending Forth the Disciples 

 Located on the north side of the church is a window depict-

ing Jesus sending forth the disciples two by two. As Jesus 

commissions and blesses the disciples they are sent on their 

way to preach the Good News, to expel demons and to bring 

healing to all they meet. They are instructed to bring no 

clothes, food, or money. Jesus says to them that they will be 

given what they need throughout the journey.  

8. The Baptism of Jesus 

 On the north side of the church, this window shows John the 

Baptist baptizing Jesus. As Jesus was coming out of the water, 

the heavens opened up and the Holy Spirit descended like a 

dove. He heard a voice from above say, "You are my beloved 

son with whom I am well-pleased." Then the Spirit took Jesus 

into the wilderness where he remained for forty days, and 

where Satan tempted him. In the wilderness Jesus dwelt 

among the wild beasts, but the angels protected him. 
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14. German Heritage Tribute 

 Located on the south side of the church, this window depicts 

common saints in Germany. Shown are St. Boniface, St. Li-

borius, St. Sophia with her daughters; Faith, Hope, and Char-

ity. They are looking at the Holy Family who are being es-

corted by the Roman martyrs, Sts. Agnes and Gudula.  

10. American Heritage Tribute 

 On the north side of the church is a unique window that pays 

tribute to America. After World War I, the Young Men’s sodal-

ity of the parish raised the funds for this window. The sodality 

movement was founded by Father Daniel Lord for young 

Catholic adults. Pictured with the flag is sailor and soldier, St. 

Aloysius Gonzaga and St. John Berchmans. These two saint 

were included as an inspiration for young people in this era. 

Add background 

 

 

The Life of Jesus 
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22. Catholic Knights of America 

 This window is located on the south side. The inscription, 

“CKA” refers to the Catholic Knights of America. 



 

 

21. Deutscher Unersuzungs 
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FUL ROSE 

 

 

11. St. Cecilia 

 In the center panel of stained glass located in the choir loft, 

St. Cecilia is to the left of St. David. St. Cecilia, Roman 

maiden of noble family, devoted to prayer, she was given in 

marriage against her will to a pagan youth named Valerian. 

On the wedding day 'while the pipes (organs) were praying' 

for the festivities, 'she sang in her heart' to Christ, praying 

that her virginity might be preserved intact.  

13.  Choirs of Angels 

 Flanking St. Cecilia and King David on both sides are the 

Choirs of Angels.  The Choirs of Angels are divided into three 

sets. (1) The angels, the archangels and the principalities con-

cern themselves with specific causes including the welfare of 

people. (2) The powers, the virtues and the dominations are 

known as the "angels of creation" because they concern them-

selves with the ordering of the universe. (3) The thrones, the 

cherubim and the seraphim concern themselves with contem-

plating the glory of God. 

 Of note with the stained glass in the choir loft is that these 

were installed later, perhaps in the 1950s, and represent a   

modern, more abstrtact stained glass technique. 

 

12. King David 

 King David is on the back wall to the right of St. Cecilia. 

David had a love of music as stated in 1 Samuel 16:18 and 

Amos 6:5. Poems of his composition are found in 2 Samuel 1, 

3, 22, 23. His connection with the Book of Psalms, is that 

many psalms are attributed to various aspects of his life and 

career.  
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15. The Crucifixion 

 This window is located on the south side of the  church. As He 

hung on the cross, Jesus called out, “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?”  When some standing near Him heard him 

call, they offered him a sponge filled with wine vinegar to 

 drink. They backed away and one said, “Now leave  him alone. 

Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” Jesus cried out again in a 

loud voice and gave up his spirit. In this window, Our Blessed 

Mother Mary  watches Jesus as he dies. She is comforted by 

John  and Mary Magdalene who are faithful until the end.  

16.. The Healing at the Beautiful Gate 

 Located on the south side, this window depicts Peter and John 

preaching in Jerusalem on Pentecost. There, they encounter a 

man unable to walk. Peter and John said to him, “Neither sil-

ver nor gold do we have to give you, but in the name of 

Christ Jesus, arise and walk.”  

17.   The Garden of Eden 

 The window of the Garden of Eden is located on the south side 

of the church. This window depicts Adam and Eve preparing 

for banishment from the Garden of Eden. The serpent watches 

with great intent while Mary and Jesus are displayed in the 

background as a reminder that from the beginning the prom-

ise of a redeemer was to come.  

 

 

20.  The Annunciation 

 The Annunciation is pictured on the south side. The Archangel 

Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary and told her not to be 

afraid, for she had found favor with God. The angel said to 

her, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you. You will     

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 

name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

18. The Pelican 

 The symbolism of the mother pelican feeding her little baby 

pelicans is rooted in an ancient legend which preceded 

Christianity. The legend was that in time of famine, the 

mother pelican wounded herself, striking her breast with 

her beak to feed her young with her blood. Another version 

of the legend was that the mother fed her dying young 

with her blood to revive them from death, but in turn lost 

her own life. 

19. Lamb of God 

 The symbol of the lamb is one of the most important     

symbols in the Catholic Church. The lamb represents Christ. 

The white lamb represents innocence and purity. Biblical 

history tells us that lambs were used for sacrifice. Jesus 

Christ, the sacrificial lamb, died for the sins of humanity.  
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